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Our Vision is
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students and
communities.
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OVERVIEW

Today, we operate five learning institutions across Mexico and Peru, enrolling approximately
388,500 students in high-quality undergraduate, graduate, and specialized degree programs
through campus-based and digital learning. Our learning institutions share a deep commitment
to academic quality and innovation, strive for market-leading employability outcomes, and
work to make education more accessible.

Our commitment to making a positive impact by expanding access to
quality education spans more than 20 years.

MEXICO

203,500
STUDENTS

41

CAMPUSES

Our two universities in Mexico, Universidad del Valle de México (UVM) and Universidad Tecnológica
de México (UNITEC), offer undergraduate, graduate and specialized degree programs, as well as high
school. UVM and UNITEC each proudly boast a history of community impact spanning more than 55
years.

UVM

UNITEC

UVM is one of only seven 4-Star universities*
in Mexico. The University has received
the distinction of being named a Socially
Responsible Company for the past 13 years by
the Mexican Center for Philanthropy.

UNITEC is a 5-Star university* for Teaching,
Employability, Inclusion, Online Education,
and Social Responsibility. The University has
received the distinction of being named a
Socially Responsible Company for the past 12
years.

*As rated by the QS World University Rankings (the global provider of comparative university performance data).

UNITED STATES
Our corporate workforce in the United States includes our executive, legal, finance,
human resources, investor relations, and information technology teams. While our USbased employees work in a fully remote environment, we have a flexible, co-working
space located in Miami, Florida, which serves as our official corporate address.
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PERU

185,000

STUDENTS

19

CAMPUSES

Our two universities in Peru, Universidad Peruana de Ciencias Aplicadas (UPC) and Universidad
Privada del Norte (UPN), offer undergraduate, graduate and specialized degree programs, while our
higher education institute, Cibertec, provides technical training and digital courses. Collectively, they
have a proud history of community impact spanning more than 50 years.

UPC

UPN

CIBERTEC

UPC is the first and youngest university in
Latin America to obtain 4 stars overall, and has
achieved 5 stars in six of eight categories.* It is
considered the nation’s first global university,
having been ranked first for Internationality for
eight consecutive years by América Economía
magazine. It was also ranked in first place for
reputation, and the preferred university of
undergraduate students in Lima for the second
consecutive year.

UPN is the
second-largest
private university
in Peru. It is
rated as a 5-Star
university* in
the categories
of Inclusion and
Employability.

Cibertec is the
second-largest private
technical and vocational
institute in Peru. Cibertec
is the most recognized
institution offering
information technology
training and diplomas in Peru,
according to a survey by the
Ipsos research company.

We are proud of our focused, strategic, and collaborative
approach to managing our operations in Mexico, Peru and
the United States. 2021 was an important year for us and
has prepared us well for future growth and impact.

Marcelo Cardoso
Executive Vice President and Chief Operating Officer
2
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IMPACT HIGHLIGHTS 2021
Scholarships and discounts

USD$270 million
People assisted with free
or low-cost medical and
dental services

Campuses operating
as COVID-19
vaccination centers

(not including COVID-19 vaccinations)

11

32,000+
Students volunteering
at COVID-19 vaccination
centers

500+

Student volunteering

600,000+
hours

LAUREATE TODAY
At Laureate, we believe in the power of education to change
lives and know that when our students succeed, countries
prosper, and societies benefit.

OUR MISSION
is to deliver affordable, high-quality education
to prepare students for successful careers and
lifelong achievement, while building pride, trust,
and respect in our communities.

Our Values
Trust

Inclusiveness

Transparency

We work to earn and
maintain the trust of all our
stakeholders.

We create safe
environments where
diversity is valued.

We are
transparent in
all we do.

Integrity

Performance

We do what is right
and deliver on what we
promise.

Individually and
collectively, we deliver
outstanding results without
compromising our integrity.

Our Strategic Priorities

Academic
Quality

3

Digital
Education

Sustainability

Operational
Excellence

Profitable
Growth
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MESSAGE FROM
LAUREATE’S
PRESIDENT AND CEO
Welcome to our 2021 Impact Report.
At Laureate, our vision is to improve the lives
of students and communities, and we are
pleased to share the stories in this Report that
demonstrate that vision in action.

to create positive environmental impact. For
example, our students at UVM developed
technology that uses the residual heat of stoves
to operate refrigerators to aid marginalized
communities in the southern Mexican state of
Chiapas.

Academic quality

Governance

We have long known the power of education
to change lives. Our institutions have an
unwavering commitment to academic quality
and innovation, and strive to deliver marketleading employability outcomes, while making
quality education more accessible.

We maintain the highest standards of integrity,
compliance, and transparency through our
governance
structure.
Throughout
2021,
our company structure continued to evolve,
including a shift to a one vote, one share structure,
and we have taken steps to further embed our
commitment to creating a positive impact
within the governance of our organization.

Academic quality flows through to community
contribution
We aim to equip each of our students with
the skills and knowledge that will make them
highly valuable employees, and mindful global
citizens who are dedicated to making positive
contributions to their communities and beyond.
Social engagement in action
Since the outbreak of COVID-19, our faculty,
staff, and students have contributed to their
communities in meaningful and varied ways. For
example, our faculty and students at Cibertec
in Peru created a highly functional and costeffective mechanical respirator for use by
patients when such equipment was scarce at
the height of the COVID-19 outbreak.

ACCESS TO AFFORDABLE, HIGH-QUALITY
EDUCATION
At Laureate, our mission is to provide access to affordable, high-quality education
to prepare students for successful careers and lifelong achievement. We know
that education is key to creating a prosperous society, yet not everyone has equal
access to quality education.

In 2021, we created greater access to education by:

In 2022, we will further extend our sustainability
and impact reporting, aligning with established
ESG reporting frameworks and standards. I look
forward to sharing details of this with you.
In the meantime, I invite you to review our latest
impact initiatives – highlighted throughout this
Report. Whenever I meet with our students,
faculty, and staff, it fills me with a deep sense of
pride, gratitude, and optimism for the future. I
trust that as you read through these pages, you
will see why.
Thank you for sharing this journey with us.

Granting scholarships
and discounted tuition to
students who may otherwise
not be able to afford quality
education (more than
USD$270 million offered in
2021). Approximately 50% of
our students are
first-generation higher
education students.

Facilitating digital
and hybrid learning
opportunities, improving
access for more students,
including those located in
rural and remote areas.

Investing in our institutions
to ensure staff and faculty
have the necessary
resources and facilities
to deliver high-quality
education.

Caring for the environment
We are aware more than ever of the need to
play our part in the response to the global
climate crisis. In addition to our own proactive
environmental practices, we are supporting
our students, faculty, and staff in their efforts

5

Eilif Serck-Hanssen
President and Chief Executive Officer
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“Having access to education
has given me the tools to move
forward, regardless of my
condition. Being in a wheelchair
has not limited me in achieving
my dreams.”
Carlos Castañón
UVM Law student

“One of the most important
investments we make is in
increasing access to quality higher
education for first-generation
university students. The return
on an investment of more than
USD$270 million in scholarships
and discounts in 2021 will be
evident through the innovation and
impact our graduates create.”
Rick Buskirk
Senior Vice President and Chief Financial Officer

UVM was proud to offer Carlos a scholarship to enable him to pursue a
career in law to fight for and promote equity, justice, and labor inclusion
for people with disabilities.

7
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ACADEMIC QUALITY

In 2021, our institutions continued their unwavering commitment
to academic quality and innovation, striving for market-leading
employability outcomes. In Mexico and Peru, our institutions are
among the largest and most respected in the higher education sector.
In Mexico, UVM is one of seven 4-Star universities, while UNITEC is a 5-Star university
for Teaching, Employability, Inclusion, Online Education, and Social Responsibility,
as rated by the QS World University Rankings, the global provider of comparative
university performance data.
In Peru, UPC is the first and youngest university in Latin America to obtain 4 stars
overall, and has achieved 5 stars in six of eight categories as rated by the QS World
University Rankings. It is considered the nation’s first global university, having been
ranked first for Internationality for eight consecutive years by América Economía
magazine. In addition, UPC is proud to be the only university in Peru accredited in
the United States by the WASC Senior College and University Commission (WSCUC).
UPN is a 5-Star university in the categories of Inclusion and Employability, as rated
by the QS World University Rankings, while Cibertec is the second-largest private
technical and vocational institute in the country.
In 2021, our Academic Quality Committee developed and implemented a new
governance model for collaboration and partnership across our five institutions and
is committed to ensuring academic quality remains central to all we do.

9

“Often the most difficult times reveal the
best in people and in institutions. The
COVID-19 pandemic has been one of the
most significant challenges we have faced,
and I could not be prouder of the many
ways in which our students and professors
responded. From working on the front lines
of our public health response, to contributing
to new research and understanding, and to
inventing low-cost, lifesaving products and
services – I have seen the best of what occurs
when technical skill, deep commitment, and
an urgent need converge.”
Milagros Morgan
Academic and Research Vice Rector
Universidad Peruana de Ciencias Aplicadas (UPC)

10
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Building on a History of Impact

Laureate was founded more than 20 years ago with the belief that
when students succeed, countries prosper, and societies benefit.
For more than 20 years we have watched with pride as these words
have been expressed through action, outcomes, and impact.
We are proud to have been the first Public Benefit Corporation to
list on any stock exchange in the world. We are also proud of how
we have enabled and encouraged our students and faculty to use
their talent and technical skills to create a positive impact.
More recently, I am proud of how we have responded to the
COVID-19 pandemic in terms of outstanding business resilience,
and in terms of the contribution our people and our institutions
have made in public health, innovation, and research.

Eilif Serck-Hanssen
President and Chief Executive Officer
11

“Our people have always been,
and always will be, our greatest
asset. Our professors bring passion,
expertise, and inspiration to their
students, and importantly, to their
communities. From providing advice
to the highest levels of government,
to contributing to research and
campaigns that educate and inspire
the public – we are proud to provide
our faculty and staff with a range of
opportunities to make an impactful
contribution.”
Luis Novelo
Senior Vice President and Chief People Officer
12
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Recognition From Our
Global Partners

Center for Public Opinion

Recognition from the International Finance Corporation

In 2021, the International Finance Corporation
recognized UPC’s reputation for innovation,
academics and digital learning, publishing a
detailed case study on the university.
“In its quarter century history, the Peruvian
University of Applied Sciences (Universidad
Peruana de Ciencias Aplicadas, or UPC) has
shown that when institutions of higher education
follow a path of continuous improvement and
innovation, they can sustain their own growth and
help support economic prosperity around them.
UPC has also earned a reputation for innovation.
In the classroom, it practices “student-centered
learning” as one of the core pedagogical principles
of its educational model, which combines lectures
and project-based experiences with feedback
and reflection. Outside the classroom, with a
special emphasis on digital infrastructure, the
university has become a well-known innovator
in higher education. Recently, UPC has been an
early participant in the IFC’s Digital for Tertiary

Education Program (D4TEP). In this innovative
program, universities evaluate and rethink their
digital systems and organizational infrastructure,
with the goal of improving their digital proficiency
to provide better operational support, student
experience, and learning outcomes.
UPC’s approach to digital innovation became
particularly valuable during the pandemic. The
university already had experience with remote
learning. In 2020-21, it put that to use on behalf
of its students and advised other Peruvian
universities on how to do the same. Today, UPC is
working on a postpandemic model that will allow
students to choose their own mix of in-person and
remote courses.

In Mexico, we are proud of the work of our Center for Public Opinion – which we created
to undertake applied research at both UVM and UNITEC. The work of the Center for Public
Opinion:

The university is known not just for its academic
reputation but for its high level of digital maturity
and its profitable and sustainable business model.
This has been fostered through a clear strategy and
the continuous support of Laureate International
Universities, which acquired UPC in 2004.”

UPC’s alliance with the United Nations

+
UPC formed a new alliance with the United Nations, with the two parties signing a Memorandum of
Understanding in order to bring the UN’s 2030 Agenda closer to the university community and to
include the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) in academic life. This alliance was introduced as part
of UPC´s Sustainability and Social Responsibility Policy, reinforcing a strong institutional commitment to
the achievement of the SDGs. Since late 2021, UPC has been part of the Board of Trustees of Sustainable
Peruvian Companies, a network that seeks to promote sustainability management in organizations and
the SDGs as a necessary contribution to society.
13

Another way in which the Laureate community seeks to create positive
impact is through the sharing of knowledge. New insights, perspectives, and
voices are important in shaping public opinion, particularly when supported
by high-quality data and applied research.

Offers reliable,
timely and
innovative
information to
society.

Conducts quantitative
and qualitative studies
on current issues and
trends, both nationally
and internationally.

Provides opportunities for UVM
and UNITEC students to learn
to investigate by undertaking
research, enriching their
academic training.

In 2021, at UVM and UNITEC, our Center for Public Opinion published 21 reports on topics
including housing and welfare, perspectives on vaccinations, entrepreneurship, perception
and behavior related to social networks, and participation of women in the labor market.
No other activity across Laureate generates as much consistent media attention and social
discourse as the output of our Center for Public Opinion. At a time when misinformation
is a growing threat, we are proud to be publishing information that is grounded in applied
research, is relevant and timely, and has the potential to shape and inform decisions about
our collective future.
14
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INNOVATION
We are deeply committed to our vision to improve the lives of students and
communities. An important component of achieving our vision is through
innovation. In 2021, innovation continued to be central to the work of our
institutions, faculty, and students.

Recognizing Mexico’s young social entrepreneurs
UNITEC’s Entrepreneurs Competition was created in 2010 with the aim of recognizing and
promoting the talent and creativity of students and graduates who develop entrepreneurial
projects with high social, environmental, or technological impact. The annual competition
awards winners in two categories (Ideas and Prototypes) and provides them with comprehensive
advice and support, enabling them to transform their business ideas into live projects, in
addition to receiving intensive technical training from UNITEC’s Business Incubator program.
Since the program commenced, more than 300 UNITEC projects have been launched.
A recent Psychology graduate, Maria Guadalupe Reyes Díaz, won the Prototype award for her
food basket business which provides food at a fair price to people living in rural areas who do
not have continual access to safe and nutritious food. Operating in the form of a mobile store,
Maria’s business currently services two towns in Mexico.
Diana Alfaro Martínez, another Psychology graduate, won the Idea category for her initiative
that helps organizations and families develop inclusive environments for people with
disabilities, to help eliminate or reduce barriers to inclusion and participation. Diana’s business
is now developing a line of multimedia materials to aid in learning for those diagnosed with
Attention Deficit Disorder and Autism.

Recognition for Peru’s female inventors

SUPPORTING BUSINESS START-UPS AND ENTREPRENEURS
World-ranked business incubator program
UVM continued its Business Incubator program in 2021, helping entrepreneurs consolidate
and materialize their business project ideas, providing expert advice and training in areas such
as human resources, finance, technology, marketing, and image design, with entrepreneurs
collaborating with students, who work as junior consultants. During the first two years of
the COVID-19 pandemic, 870 companies were created with the support of the UVM Business
Incubator Network and more than 6,000 Mexican entrepreneurs received advice and support.

Indecopi (the national regulator of patents) recognized the Peruvian women inventors who
won 34 gold, silver and bronze medals at the 2021 Korea International Women’s Invention
Exposition. The Peruvian delegation comprised 49 women inventors, with exhibition organizers
considering Peru to be ‘the most dominant country in the exhibition.’ UPC was among the
winning participants, receiving 12 medals and the Special Prize at the annual event.
The participation of female Peruvian inventors has increased significantly in recent years –
from 16% (of national patent applications submitted by females) in 2016 to 36% in 2020. A UPN
Industrial Design graduate, Lucía Pejerrey Florian is ranked seventh highest for the country’s
patent applications. Lucía’s designs focus on sustainable products, which she has presented
at the World Urban Forum 10 in Abu Dhabi and at the Global Grad Show in Dubai, where she
won the Special Contest.

UVM has been recognized by the UBI Global World Rankings of Business Incubators and
Accelerators in the World as a Top 10 University Business Incubator. This ranking identifies
university-run business incubator programs that focus on supporting early-stage client
start-ups to become viable and scalable businesses. UBI recognition indicates that our
programs outperform their global peers with regard to the value they provide to their innovation
ecosystems and client start-ups, as well as the attractiveness of the programs themselves.

Celebrating social entrepreneurs in Peru
The 11th Protagonists of Change Awards were held in 2021, whereby UPC recognized 10
social entrepreneurs whose start-up ventures (from various regions of Peru) aim to positively
transform the country and achieve a more sustainable future. The winners received consulting,
mentoring, training, and access to workshops to accelerate the development of their earlystage social enterprises. Award-winning ventures included an initiative that seeks to improve
access to education and training for schoolchildren, teachers, and entrepreneurs in regional
areas; an online platform that offers artistic workshops, taught by older adults to children
and adolescents; and a labor inclusion consulting firm that seeks to reduce existing gaps
for people with disabilities through awareness workshops, labor inclusion diagnostics, and
management of inclusion projects.
15
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RESPONSE TO COVID-19
Campuses operating as COVID-19 vaccination centers
Eleven Laureate campuses across Mexico and Peru operated as COVID-19
vaccination centers in 2021, assisting government and health authorities to roll out
their vaccine programs and help protect the populations against the virus. More
than 500 health science students volunteered their time at these campuses to
assist with adminstering the vaccines.

Access to COVID-19 information

At the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic, our institutions and corporate office
transitioned hundreds of thousands of students to fully online learning and
thousands of staff and faculty to remote working environments. This successful
transition was largely due to Laureate’s global digital learning strategy,
implemented long before COVID-19, our investment in scalable technology
solutions, and training of our faculty and staff in digital content development
and online delivery, as well as exposing our students to blended, hybrid and
fully online teaching modalities. This resulted in minimal disruption as students
continued their studies in a high-quality online learning environment.
Following this transition, and as the world grappled with the pandemic, members of the
Laureate community began helping to address the many challenges. Thousands of students,
faculty and staff met the moment, using their skills and expertise to support local communities
impacted by the pandemic.
Across all of our institutions, many of our students, faculty and staff supported those in need,
including offering free medical and psychological services, to commenting on managing
personal finances following job losses and furloughs, to helping ensure business continuity or
business innovation.

Our campuses made COVID-19 related information accessible. In Peru, UPC’s Library
developed a portal with information about COVID-19 and made this freely available
to the general community. UPC mobilized various Peruvian university libraries to
offer a scientific information service to researchers investigating COVID-19 and its
impacts. UPC’s Academic Repository maintains a database of Peruvian Scientific
Journals with COVID-19 content, including scientific articles, books and theses. In
Mexico, UVM researchers published 20 Scopus articles. (Scopus is an abstract and
citation database of peer-reviewed literature.)

COVID-19 related inventions
Faculty and students designed a wide range of award-winning inventions to assist
in the COVID-19 response. For example, a Professor and four Cibertec students
developed a highly functional, cost-effective mechanical respirator, following the
steep rise in COVID-19 patients and lack of ventilators in Peruvian hospitals.
UPN students and their Professor designed a storage locker that disinfects
hospital uniforms using chemicals and ultraviolet light, to reduce the risk of
cross-contamination in uniforms and the personal clothing of frontline healthcare
professionals. The project was highly commended at the Global Grad Show during
Dubai Design Week.
A UPN team designed an interactive handwashing station to be located in
community spaces, aimed at teaching children aged three to six years to wash
their hands correctly in order to avoid the spread of COVID-19. The project won the
special prize and a gold medal at the 2021 Korea International Women’s Invention
Exposition.
Also at UPN, a Professor and six Industrial Design students designed a motorbike
trailer that can disinfect the packaging of online shopping products and grocery
deliveries (using organic substances and through the use of ultraviolet light) while
they are enroute to people’s homes, helping minimize the spread of COVID-19.

Additional scholarships and support
Our institutions provided additional scholarships to thousands of students who
needed Wi-Fi access and other resources in order to continue their learning during
the pandemic.
Laureate also provided financial assistance to impacted corporate employees
through our COVID-19 Employee Relief Fund.
17
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“In these moments of
change, empathy must
be a fundamental value.”
Heriberto Arista
UNITEC business professor

Laureate’s ability to innovate and adapt is exemplified by much-loved
97-year-old UNITEC business professor, Heriberto Arista. After more than
35 years of teaching in business and social science at UNITEC, following the
outbreak of COVID-19, Heriberto successfully transitioned from conducting
all his classes on campus, to delivering them online and supporting his
students remotely.
While he recognizes teaching online can be a challenge, Heriberto
acknowledges the importance of technology and believes adapting to
change is key to improvement, at any age.

“It has been my privilege since 2004 to
support Laureate’s commitment to impact
through our students, their families, and
the communities in which we provide
higher education. Our impact has been and
will continue to be visible, celebrated and
measured. We must recognize that it is also
the unseen result of words, actions, and
decisions that empower, protect, and inspire
others. I am proud to be part of the Laureate
community, where we have high ethical
standards and deeply value being a
mission-driven company.”
Rick Sinkfield
Chief Legal Officer and Chief Ethics &
Compliance Officer

Heriberto taught several of his fellow professors, and alongside a new
generation of academic leaders, he continues to teach and to stay up to
date on all specialized topics related to his areas of passion and expertise.

19
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HEALTH

While undertaking their studies, many of our students, along with health
faculty, make a significant contribution to their local communities through
the provision of a range of health services and initiatives.
Free and low-cost health and dental services

In 2021, our health science students, along with their faculty supported more than
32,000 community members with free or low-cost medical and dental services at our
local health clinics.

Assisting the vaccine rollout

Eleven Laureate campuses in Mexico and Peru operated as COVID-19 vaccination
centers in 2021, where more than 500 health science students volunteered to assist in
the rollout of their nations’ vaccination programs.

Allied health services

In addition to our health and dental clinics, various Laureate campuses provided
specific allied health consultations free-of-charge to local residents. For example,
in Peru, Nutrition and Diet program students carried out nutrition campaigns that
assisted more than 800 patients, while physical therapy students offered consultations
in the areas of podiatry, hypermobility podiatry, hypermobility, scoliosis, osteoarthritis
and arthritis.

Improving linguistic communication

UNITEC students led Capable Hands, a psychotherapy and speech therapy program
for people with disabilities. The program worked to establish or restore undeveloped
or interrupted linguistic communication in people with intellectual disabilities.

Eliminating discrimination barriers

UNITEC and UVM students developed Best Buddies Mexico, a program linking young
people with intellectual disabilities and young volunteers in friendship to help eliminate
discrimination barriers.

Recognition for medical research

UVM was recognized by the Mexican Center for Philanthropy in 2021 for Best
Practices in Corporate Social Responsibility. The recognition was a result of research
led by Dr. Lilian Calderon relating to environmental nanoparticles, SARS-CoV-2, and
neurodegeneration associated with air pollution, which has been published in several
respected medical journals.
21

HEALTH INVENTIONS
Ergonomic mechanical prosthetic

A low-cost ergonomic mechanical prosthetic leg designed by UPN students to
enable people with disabilities to walk comfortably won a gold medal at the
2021 Korea International Women’s Invention Exposition. The prosthetic has a
lightweight design (at 2.2 kg) and has been patented by the national regulator,
Indecopi. Future plans for the UPN team include adapting this prototype for
children and applying for funding competitions to help bring the invention to
market.

Enabling the visually impaired

A team from UPN designed a prototype bracelet that will enable visually
impaired people to travel independently and safely. The bracelet works as
an assistant with a braille display and alert system, connecting with public
transport systems and smart traffic lights. The project was awarded a gold
medal at the 2021 Korea International Women’s Invention Exposition.

Crutches to chair

UPN researchers developed an innovative invention for people with a disability
– crutches that transform into a chair, to provide comfort when the user needs
to rest, such as when waiting for transport. The crutches also have an alarm
that can alert other passers-by.

Low-cost portable digital Spirometer

UPC led the development of PHUKUY, a low-cost portable digital spirometer
designed for the diagnosis and rehabilitation of patients with respiratory
diseases such as COVID-19. Unlike commercial spirometers, it has different
sensors and a Telehealth platform assisted by Artificial Intelligence that predicts
the recovery time and alerts if medical intervention is necessary before the
disease is irreversible.

22
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ENVIRONMENT

ENVIRONMENTAL INVENTIONS
Eco-friendly portable shower

UPN Industrial Design students and their Professor developed an eco-friendly portable shower to help
improve the quality of life for disadvantaged communities in Lima that are water insecure, by providing
them with running water for daily bathing. According to data from Peru’s National Institute of Statistics
and Information, 4% of Lima’s metropolitan population does not have access to potable water, which
not only makes water expensive for low-income populations, but can also lead to disease and other
health problems.

Supporting marginalized communities

Students from UVM and the University of Science and Arts of Chiapas developed a technology that uses
the residual heat from fireplaces or wood stoves to operate refrigerators, using a diffusion absorption
process. The project is set to benefit the 10,000 local, marginalized communities living without electricity.

“It’s not that people do not want
to take care of the environment;
it is because they do not have the
mechanisms to do it. We provide young
people with first-hand experiences
that spark their imagination, develop
their knowledge, and we allow them to
interact and be inspired by biodiversity
conservation work.”

Award-winning pen

UPN researchers created a sustainable pen made from the peel of pacay, a fruit grown along the
Peruvian coastline. The invention was recognized at the Abu Dhabi World Urban Forum 10 (the
foremost international gathering organized by UN-Habitat for the exchange of views and experiences
on sustainable urbanization) and ranked second out of 245 entries, winning the Semi-Grand Prize at the
Korea International Women’s Invention Exposition.

Alejandra Contreras Casso
UVM graduate

Reducing carbon dioxide

UPN students designed a bus with a sustainable roof garden integrating technology and ecology, in
order to help reduce carbon dioxide and provide a mobile ecosystem for bees. The invention won a
silver medal at the 2021 Korea International Women’s Invention Exposition.

Second life for cigarette butts

EcoFilter is a cigarette butt recycling program run by UNITEC. A biotechnological process enables the
efficient recycling (up to 100%) of cigarette butts, using only one millimeter of water per cigarette butt.
Once treated, the cigarette butts are dried and passed through a screen to sift out the cellulose filters
and then shredded into a raw material that can be used as industrial fiber (to make concrete stronger)
or made into paper, notebooks, insulation, flowerpots and even earrings.

23

Alejandra is empowering children and young students in Mexico’s state of
Veracruz to become environmental changemakers, through the work of her
non-profit organization, Somos Más Decididos, which provides practical
education and volunteering initiatives.

24
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SUPPORTING LOCAL
COMMUNITIES
Our commitment to supporting local communities began in Baltimore, where
Laureate was founded in 1999. Since then, we have remained active corporate
citizens of the Baltimore community, and of all other communities in which
we operate.
In 2021, we provided grants to Baltimore City Public Schools,
participated in virtual days of service with local non-profit
organizations, and when we made the decision to permanently
remain an almost entirely virtual workforce, we were pleased to
donate all our office furniture and equipment to mission-aligned
organizations across the community.
During Black History Month in 2021, we created a platform for
young women at Western High School, the oldest all-girls public
high school in the United States, and a Baltimore City Public
School, to share their stories. Every story, of every girl at Western
High School, was an example of a life being transformed by the
power of education and enriched by the power of Black history.

VOICES OF SOCIAL CHANGE
In 2020-21, in partnership with the International Youth Foundation and B Lab, we developed
a free short course for anyone interested in creating positive change in their community.
The Voices of Social Change course was hosted on the Coursera platform, it was available
in English, Spanish and Portuguese, and we were proud to enroll more than 30,000 learners
from all over the world (the average age being between 25 and 34).
The course was designed, developed, and facilitated by young social entrepreneurs who had
received support from Laureate and the feedback received was inspiring:

“My country needs social entrepreneurs who have all the
information and resources shared in this course. I am looking
forward to making a positive impact. Thank you very much.”

“Voices of Social Change has encouraged me to go out, talk to
the members of my community, create an action plan, and to
find mentors who will support my social ventures. This was a
captivating experience. Thank you, Laureate.”
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“Through the GIVE Fellowship, Laureate provided me
a channel to give back. Business Volunteers Maryland
was the perfect medium to do this. It’s known that
when you give, you always get something back, and
this experience was no exception for me. Working with
non-profits and sharing the knowledge and practices
from the business environment provides new tools
to these organizations that are not always within
their reach, ultimately giving them the opportunity
to ‘do good, better’. At the same time, I learned the
intricacies and particularities of the non-profit sector,
and most importantly, was inspired by the incredible
people and their drive to make the world a better
place for all.”

Cristian Ojeda
Laureate employee and GIVE Fellow with Business
Volunteers Maryland
Our longtime partner, Business Volunteers Maryland, tackles many of the
state’s most pressing issues by inspiring volunteerism and mobilizing
corporate partners around doing good, better. GIVE is their signature
fellowship and alumni network committed to accelerating the involvement of
rising professionals in the local community.
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